One of the critical turning points in the process of social, political and intellectual transition in Turkey occurred at the time of the First World War. It was symbolized by the final and irrevocable collapse of the multi-national Ottoman Empire and the rise of the territorially limited, nationalist Republic of Turkey. Much insight into the nature and intensity of this transition may be gained from a study of the confused welter of ideas which blossomed forth during the years preceding and following the collapse of 1018. The political collapse of these years brought in its wake an intellectual crisis of rather severe proportions.
The downfall of the old political and social order undermined the belief system which had nurtured and supported it. The construction of a new social and political system correspondingly required the adoption of a new ideology 1. Our attention in this article will focus on the phase which followed the collapse of igi8 and saw the establishment and consolidation of the new regime. More specifically, the discussion will concentrate on the ideas of Turkish nationality and nationalism. These ideas played a crucial role in the search for a viable ideological basis for the new political community. It would be a mistake to assume that the idea of a specifically Turkish nationality constituting a specifically 
